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Thu Oct 4th 15-17
At the Center for Gender Studies, Allhelgona kyrkogata 14, Hus M, room 221

Helena Pettersson, researcher, Dept of Ethnology, Umeå University 

Making Masculinity in Plasma Physics: 
Machines, labour and experiments

The aim of this talk is to discuss masculinity and experimental practices among 
plasma physicists. The study is based on ethnographic field work with observations 
and interviews among experimental plasma physicists in a laboratory in the United 
States. Through daily practices and hands-on situations, the experimental plasma 
physicists defined their experimental work as strongly associated with masculinity. 
Both practices and discourses about working with the experiments were fringed 
with connotations of a craft, of strength and physical efforts. Together, the practices 
and discourses were used as marks of identity for the laboratory and for the group 
of physicists within. The talk will also highlight the relationship between big science, 
gender, academic mobility and European Spallation Source.

Mon Oct 15th 15-17
At Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies, Biskopsgatan 3

Ulrike Felt, professor, Dept of Social Studies of Science, Vienna University

Between contestation and embracement: Investigating citizens’ valu-
ing practices in the field of emerging technologies

Over the past decades we have witnessed a growing call for engaging “the public” 
in these processes and for opening-up technoscientific choices and with it societal 
futures to public deliberation. This was seen as one way to restore the allegedly de-
clining public trust in science and scientific expertise. At the same time we observe 
the emergence of a dense policy master narrative about progress, promising futures 
and potential threats if citizens do not participate in constructing an innovation 
friendly climate. 
Yet when observing the practices of public participation/engagement we witness 
that citizens’ efforts to develop a position towards technological innovations are 
anything but a straight forward. In fact when investigating such micro-practices we 
often observe the co-existence of contestation and embracement when it comes 
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to valuing technoscientific change. The presentation will thus look into at the fine-
grained work citizens do when assessing new technologies and the underlying 
valuing practices they develop in such setting. Understanding such processes allows 
grasping the often seemingly strange coexistence of support and controversy in con-
temporary technopolitical cultures and reflecting what this means in terms of policy 
making.

Torsdagen den 29 nov 15-17
På Kulturanatomen, Biskopsgatan 7, room 317

Francis Lee, forskare, Tema teknik och social förändring,  
Linköpings Universitet

Kommersialiseringens epistemiska effekter: 
exemplet Human Protein Atlas

Föredraget utforskar hur strävan mot att patentera, kartlägga, och sälja biologisk 
kunskap leder till konflikter mellan olika värderingar i kartläggningen av det mänskli-
ga “proteomet”. Framförallt fokuserar föredraget på konflikter mellan kommersiella 
värderingar och traditionella vetenskapliga normer som upprepbarhet och öppenhet 
samt mellan kartläggning och förståelse. Genom detta exempel ämnar jag öppna 
upp för en diskussion om de sanningseffekter som kommersialiseringen av vetens-
kapen får.

Tue Dec 4th 15-17
At Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies, Biskopsgatan 3

Sharon Traweek, professor history and women’s studies. UCLA

Radiation, STS, and Epistemic Justice: 6 August 1945 to 11 March 2011 

STS offers many ways to study radiation: physics, bombs, medicine, measurement, 
and reactors; disaster, illness, risk, policy, and public engagement; gender, ethnicity, 
class, and nationality. All of these topics have shaped my research on high energy 
physicists during the last 35 years. Miranda Fricker’s concept of epistemic justice pro-
vides a way to trace these faultlines.

The title of the seminar indicates the language at the seminar. 

The seminar is an initiative to assemble researchers interested 
and engaged in the science and technology studies field (STS) 
at Lund University. It is organized in collaboration between 
Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies, Centre for Gender 
Studies and Department of Arts and Cultural Sciences. 

Contact person Kerstin Sandell, 
Kerstin.sandell@genus.lu.se. 
We have an email-list, please email 
Kerstin to be added.


